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* IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI

# CNR No. DLHC010377452026

+ W.P.(C) 11742/2026

AMIT MEHRA .....Petitioner

Through: Mr Amit Kumar, Mr Vaibhav Mahal,
Ms Nishi Sharma, Ms Sakshi, Ms
Nishu Kumari, Advs.

versus

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU UNIVERSITY THROUGH ITS

REGISTRAR & ANR. .....Respondents

Through: Mr. Karan Prakash, Mr. Om Bali, Ms.
Deepshikha Kumar, Advs. for JNU

CORAM:

HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE JASMEET SINGH

O R D E R

% 14.08.2026

1. This is a writ petition filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of

India seeking the following prayers :-

“1. Issue a Writ of Certiorari, or any other appropriate

writ, order, or direction, calling for the records of

Respondent No. 1 concerning the admission criteria for

the Academic Session 2026–27, and quash Section V of

the JNU e- Prospectus for the Academic Session 2026–27,

insofar as it relates to the award of "Deprivation Points";

2. Issue a Writ of Mandamus, or any other appropriate

writ, order, or direction, commanding Respondent No. 1

to process, compile, and finalize all admissions,
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institutional merit lists, selection rankings, and

counselling processes for the Academic Session 2026–27

strictly and exclusively on the basis of the raw scores,

normalized marks, or percentiles achieved by candidates

in the CUET administered by the National Testing

Agency, without granting any Deprivation Points or other

unauthorized regional weightage;

3. Issue a Writ of Certiorari, or any other appropriate

writ, order, or direction, quashing and setting aside any

merit list(s), provisional or final admission(s), or

counselling outcome(s) already declared, undertaken, or

finalized by Respondent No. 1 pursuant to Section V of the

e-Prospectus for the Academic Session 2026–27, and

direct Respondent No. 1 to re-prepare the same strictly on

the basis of raw CUET scores/percentiles;

4. Award costs of the present petition in favour of the

Petitioner;…”

2. For the reasons stated in the petition, issue notice.

3. Mr. Prakash, learned counsel accepts notice on behalf of the respondent

No.1/JNU, seeks and is granted 4 days to file a reply.

4. Issue notice to respondent No. 2 through all modes including electronic

on the petitioner taking steps within 1 week from today.

5. In the meantime, Mr. Kumar, learned counsel for the petitioner, presses

for interim orders.

6. In the present case, the petitioner, an aspiring student, is seeking

admission to postgraduate courses at Jawaharlal Nehru University
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(“JNU”) for the Academic Session 2026–27.

7. The Section V of the JNU e-Prospectus implements a mechanism of

awarding upto 12 ‘Deprivation Points’, wherein one point Deprivation

Point is equal to 3 marks, to candidates purely based on geographical

location of their prior schooling.The said Section is extracted herein

below: -
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8. Mr. Prakash, learned counsel

awarding of deprivation points is based on the policy of JNU to ensure

adequate number of students.

Jawaharlal Nehru University Act

under:-

Mr. Prakash, learned counsel for the respondent

awarding of deprivation points is based on the policy of JNU to ensure

adequate number of students. He relies on the

Jawaharlal Nehru University Act, 1966, (“JNU Act

for the respondent No.1/JNU, states that

awarding of deprivation points is based on the policy of JNU to ensure

relies on the First Schedule of the

JNU Act”) which reads as
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9. He states that pursuant to the same, the matter was placed before the

academic council and the academic council took the decision and

hence, the deprivation points have been granted to the students after

due deliberation.

10. Mr. Prakash, learned counsel for the respondent No.1/JNU, states that

all offer letters of post graduate course i.e., 1500 and undergraduate

course i.e., 451, have already been given.

11. I have heard learned counsels for the parties.

12. Prima-facie, I am unable to agree with the contentions of the leaned

counsel for the respondent No.1/JNU. By virtue of deprivation points,

the respondent university have altered the marks obtained by a student

and reserved the right to grant upto 12 marks for admission. The same

to my mind, appears to alter the result by permitting the respondent

university to add marks to the marks obtained by a candidate in the

CUET examination.

13. To my mind, the reliance placed by leaned counsel for the respondent

No.1/JNU on any of the provisions do not permit respondent No. 1

university to add marks to the score obtained by any candidate. If this is

permitted, the sanctity of an entrance exam will no longer remain and a

university through ordinances will be able to alter the score obtained by

a candidate in a competitive exam. That is antithesis to the whole

concept of a competitive exam.

14. For the said reasons, I am of the view that the interim orders need to be

passed.

15. Mr. Kumar, learned counsel for the petitioner, even though has not

filed any application seeking interim orders, orally requests that in case
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interim orders are not passed, admissions will be crystallized on the

basis of deprivation points, which cannot be reversed.

16. I am in agreement with his submissions. In case this Court tomorrow

comes to a finding that the respondent university could not have

granted deprivation points to candidates and admissions are already

done, the same will result in an irreversible situation.

17. Hence, till the next date of hearing, the admissions based on

deprivation points shall not be finalized and no further steps will be

taken on the basis of deprivation points qua the admission in

respondent university.

18. The documents handed over in court today are taken on record.

19. List on 24.08.2026.

20. Dasti under signature of Court Master.

JASMEET SINGH, J

AUGUST 14, 2026/sp
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